Purpose. Only when we are hit by extremes of winter weather or by disaster are we reminded that large numbers of people are geographically and socially isolated from the country's mainstream: it took the broadcasters almost a whole day to establish themselves in Aberfan.
In fact, about one in five live outside the towns; about one in ten in small and socially isolated communities.
Our urban stereotypes of the countryman remain fixed, unfed by direct experience for decades: slowwitted but cunning, strong but cumbersome, unhurried in his ways, old fashioned in habits and speech, given to timeless ruminations on the meaning of life, conservative, pennypinching, rather laughable. Of 
